
   
 

   
 

 
 

Backwardʹ The Promise of the Church (Matthew 16:18) 
September 22, 2024 

 
 
Do you love the Church? 
 
I will build My church 
(Matthew 16:18) 
 
 
6LPRQ�3HWHU�DQVZHUHG�DQG�VDLG��³<RX�DUH�WKH�&KULVW��WKH�6RQ�RI�WKH�OLYLQJ�*RG�´�Matthew 16:16 NKJV  
 
-HVXV�DQVZHUHG�DQG�VDLG�WR�KLP��³%OHVVHG�DUH�\RX��6LPRQ�%DU-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not 
revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. Matthew 16:17 NKJV  
 
And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of 
Hades shall not prevail against it. Matthew 16:18 NKJV 
 
 
1 Corinthians 3:9-12, Ephesians 2:19-22, 1 Peter 2:4-8  
 
I will build My church  
(Matthew 16:18) 
 
The church is about Jesus 
 
 



   
 

   
 

And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all 
things He may have the preeminence. Colossians 1:18 NKJV  
 
to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 
3:21 NKJV 
 
 
7KH�FKXUFK�LV�-HVXV¶�promise 
 
 
For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass 
from the law till all is fulfilled. Matthew 5:18 NKJV 
 
by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may 
be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 2 
Peter 1:4 NKJV 
 
 
7KH�FKXUFK�LV�-HVXV¶�work 
 
 
having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief 
cornerstone, Ephesians 2:20 NKJV  
 
in whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, Ephesians 2:21 
NKJV  
 
in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit. Ephesians 2:22 
NKJV 
 
 
The church is -HVXV¶ church 
 
 
Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. Acts 20:28 NKJV  
 
And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, Ephesians 
1:22 NKJV  
 
 
 
The church is the gathering of Christians 
 
³&KXUFK´� �*UHHN�ekklesia 
 
 



   
 

   
 

Now when they had come and gathered the church together, they reported all that God had done with 
them, and that He had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles. Acts 14:27 NKJV  
 
And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, Hebrews 10:24 NKJV  
 
not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one 
another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching. Hebrews 10:25 NKJV 
I will build My church 
(Matthew 16:18) 
 
 
7KLV�ZHHN¶V OWNit365 Whole Bible Plan:  
 
September 23 ± Jer 2 & Acts 20 
September 24 - Jer 3-4 & Acts 201 
September 25 - Jer 5 & Acts 22-23 
September 26 - Jer 6 & Acts 24-25  
September 27 - Jer 7-8 & Acts 26 
September 28 - Jer 9-11 & Acts 27  
September 29 - Reflection & Prayer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://rock.visitgracechurch.com/Content/ExternalSite/Whole_Bible_Plan_2024.pdf


   
 

   
 

   September 22                                                    VISITGRACECHURCH.COM/KIDS 

In this series, we learn that Jesus cares for us, like the Good Samaritan cares for the man in need. 

Memory Verse: ³-HVXV�&DUHV´���3HWHU������$GDSWHG�IRU�7RGGOHUV� 

Heart of the Lesson: Jesus Cares About Us All the Time 

Parent Connect: Gather a variety of stuffed animals, combs, blankets, etc. Pretend play with your toddler and take care 
of the stuffed animals like they are alive. Comb their hair, wrap them in blankets, sing them a song, etc. Explain that 
caring for others is one way we FDQ�VKDUH�-HVXV¶�ORYH��5HPLQG�WKHP�RI�WKH�VWRU\�RI�WKH�*RRG�6DPDULWDQ�DQG�KRZ�KH�FDUHG�
IRU�WKH�KXUW�PDQ�LQ�WKH�VWRU\�WR�VKRZ�KLP�*RG¶V�ORYH� 

 

 

 
This series will go into the different ways different people decided to listen to God and to follow His plan for them! 

Memory Verse: �7KH�DQJHO�RI�WKH�/RUG�DSSHDUHG�WR�KLP�DQG�VDLG��µ0LJKW\�KHUR��WKH�/RUG�LV�ZLWK�\RX�¶´�-XGJHV����� 

Heart of the Lesson: Hannah | 1 Samuel 1-2 

Parent Connect: Today we learned about Hannah and how God hears our prayers! Hannah had prayed to God asking 
for a son and God answered her prayer! Talk to your kid about praying, different ways to pray, answered prayers and 
unanswered prayers. Practice praying with your kid and remind them that God always hears our prayers. 

 

7KH�FKXUFK�QHHGV�WR�IRFXV�LQZDUG��RXWZDUG��XSZDUG��DQG�EDFNZDUG��,Q�WKLV�VHULHV�ZH¶OO�XVH�WKH�SRSXODU�JDPH�µ'DQFH�
'DQFH�5HYROXWLRQ¶�WR�KHOS�XV�XQGHUVWDQG�WKHVH�FRQFHSWV� 

Memory Verse: The Lord directs the steps of the godly. He delights in every detail of their lives. 1 John 2:6 

Heart of the Lesson: Looking %DFNZDUGV�DW�*RG¶V�3URPLVH�RI�D�&KXUFK�± Matthew 6:18 

Parent Connect: 7RGD\�ZH�WDONHG�DERXW�KRZ�ZH�FDQ�ORRN�EDFN�DW�*RG¶V�SURPLVHV�LQ�WKH�%LEOH�DQG�VHH�KRZ�KH�DQVZHUV�
his promises! This week, take some time to read through Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John with your kid and look for some 
promises that Jesus made and discuss how hH�IXOILOOHG�WKDW�VSHFLILF�SURPLVH��:H�FDQ¶W�ZDLW�WR�KHDU�DERXW�ZKDW�\RX�
discovered! 

 

 

https://visitgracechurch.com/kids


   
 

   
 

 

 

7KLV�PRQWK�ZH�DUH�ORRNLQJ�DW�IRXU�DVSHFWV��WKH�³'1$´�RI�WKH�FKXUFK��:H�ZLOO�ORRN�LQZDUG�± how we help each other grow 
spiritually within the church outward ± sharing Jesus with the world, upward ± focusing our eyes on Jesus and Heaven, 
and backward ± going back to the promise God made for the church. 

Memory Verse: ³Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works And let us not neglect our 
meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing 
near.´�Hebrews 10:24-25 

Heart of the Lesson: Backward ± The Church will last forever (Matthew 16:18 ± -HVXV¶�3URPLVH� 

Parent Connect: 7KLV�ZHHN�ZH�IRFXVHG�RQ�WKH�FKXUFK�EHLQJ�*RG¶V�SURPLVH�DQG�WKDW�LW�ZLOO�ODVW�IRUHYHU��&RQVLGHU�PDNLQJ�
a time capsule of things that your family uses daily right now (school schedule, a piece of mail, a piece of art someone 
recently made, a grocery receipt). Put the capsule somewhere safe and come back to it in one year, five years or ten 
years. Include a note about why you made the time capsule!! These things were important when you were putting them in 
the capsule, and it can be neat to look at the things that stand the test of time. 

 

 

The Church has a mission to build relationships with Jesus and with others. That looks like focusing on relationships IN 
WKH�&KXUFK��287�LQ�RXU�FRPPXQLW\��83�WRZDUGV�-HVXV��DQG�UHPHPEHULQJ�%$&.�WR�-HVXV¶�SURPLVH�IRU�WKH�&KXUFK��7KLV�
VHULHV��ZH¶UH�ORRNLQJ�Dt how we are called to connect with our Church family, local community, and with Jesus! 

Memory Verse: And because you belong to him, you too are being built together. You are being made into a house 
where God lives through his Spirit. (Ephesians 2:32) 

Heart of the Lesson: 7KH�&KXUFK�FDQ�UHPHPEHU�DQG�WUXVW�*RG¶V�SURPLVHV���0DWWKHZ������-18, Ephesians 1:22-23, & 
John 14:1-3) 

Parents/Caregivers:  

o How do you feel when people are true to what they promise?  
o ,V�LW�HDV\�RU�KDUG�IRU�\RX�WR�WUXVW�WKDW�-HVXV¶�SURPLVHV�DUH�DOZD\V�WUXH"� 
o Did any of the promises we learned about stand out to you today?  
o :KR�FDQ�\RX�VKDUH�-HVXV¶�SURPLVHV�ZLWK�WKLV�ZHHN" 


