Nehemiah’s Praise
(Voices of Victory)
Phillip Kelley – 8/30-31/2014

Bedtime stories in the Kelley home…
Nehemiah 1:1-4
1
The words of Nehemiah the son of Hachaliah.
It came to pass in the month of Chislev, in the twentieth year, as I was
in Shushan the citadel, 2 that Hanani one of my brethren came with men
from Judah; and I asked them concerning the Jews who had escaped, who
had survived the captivity, and concerning Jerusalem. 3 And they said to
me, “The survivors who are left from the captivity in the province are there
in great distress and reproach. The wall of Jerusalem is also broken down,
and its gates are burned with fire.”
4
So it was, when I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and
mourned for many days; I was fasting and praying before the God of
heaven.

Nehemiah 2:1-2
1
And it came to pass in the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King
Artaxerxes, when wine was before him, that I took the wine and gave it to
the king. Now I had never been sad in his presence before. 2 Therefore the
king said to me, “Why is your face sad, since you are not sick? This is
nothing but sorrow of heart.”

Nehemiah 2:4-5
4
Then the king said to me, “What do you request?”
So I prayed to the God of heaven. 5 And I said to the king, “If it pleases
the king, and if your servant has found favor in your sight, I ask that you
send me to Judah, to the city of my fathers’ tombs, that I may rebuild it.”

Nehemiah 2:11
11
So I came to Jerusalem and was there three days. 12 Then I arose in the
night, I and a few men with me; I told no one what my God had put in my
heart to do at Jerusalem.

Nehemiah 2:17-18
17
Then I said to them, “You see the distress that we are in, how Jerusalem
lies waste, and its gates are burned with fire. Come and let us build the wall
of Jerusalem, that we may no longer be a reproach.” 18 And I told them of
the hand of my God which had been good upon me, and also of the king’s
words that he had spoken to me.
So they said, “Let us rise up and build.” Then they set their hands to
this good work.

Nehemiah 4:1-3
1
But it so happened, when Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the
wall, that he was furious and very indignant, and mocked the Jews. 2 And he
spoke before his brethren and the army of Samaria, and said, “What are
these feeble Jews doing? Will they fortify themselves? Will they offer
sacrifices? Will they complete it in a day? Will they revive the stones from
the heaps of rubbish—stones that are burned?”
3
Now Tobiah the Ammonite was beside him, and he said, “Whatever
they build, if even a fox goes up on it, he will break down their stone wall.”

Nehemiah 4:10-12
10
Then Judah said, “The strength of the laborers is failing, and there is
so much rubbish that we are not able to build the wall.”
11
And our adversaries said, “They will neither know nor see anything,
till we come into their midst and kill them and cause the work to cease.”
12
So it was, when the Jews who dwelt near them came, that they told
us ten times, “From whatever place you turn, they will be upon us.”

Nehemiah 4:13-17
13
Therefore I positioned men behind the lower parts of the wall, at the
openings; and I set the people according to their families, with their
swords, their spears, and their bows. 14 And I looked, and arose and said to
the nobles, to the leaders, and to the rest of the people, “Do not be afraid
of them. Remember the Lord, great and awesome, and fight for your
brethren, your sons, your daughters, your wives, and your houses.”
15
And it happened, when our enemies heard that it was known to us,
and that God had brought their plot to nothing, that all of us returned to
the wall, everyone to his work. 16 So it was, from that time on, that half of
my servants worked at construction, while the other half held the spears,
the shields, the bows, and wore armor; and the leaders were behind all the
house of Judah. 17 Those who built on the wall, and those who carried
burdens, loaded themselves so that with one hand they worked at
construction, and with the other held a weapon.

Nehemiah 6:2-3
13
Therefore I positioned men behind the lower parts of the wall, at the
openings; and I set the people according to their families, with their
swords, their spears, and their bows. 14 And I looked, and arose and said to
the nobles, to the leaders, and to the rest of the people, “Do not be afraid
of them. Remember the Lord, great and awesome, and fight for your
brethren, your sons, your daughters, your wives, and your houses.”
15
And it happened, when our enemies heard that it was known to us,
and that God had brought their plot to nothing, that all of us returned to
the wall, everyone to his work. 16 So it was, from that time on, that half of
my servants worked at construction, while the other half held the spears,
the shields, the bows, and wore armor; and the leaders were behind all the
house of Judah. 17 Those who built on the wall, and those who carried
burdens, loaded themselves so that with one hand they worked at
construction, and with the other held a weapon.

Nehemiah 6:15-16
15
So the wall was finished on the twenty-fifth day of Elul, in fifty-two days.
16
And it happened, when all our enemies heard of it, and all the nations
around us saw these things, that they were very disheartened in their own
eyes; for they perceived that this work was done by our God.

Nehemiah 8:1-3
1
Now all the people gathered together as one man in the open square that
was in front of the Water Gate; and they told Ezra the scribe to bring the
Book of the Law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded Israel. 2 So Ezra
the priest brought the Law before the assembly of men and women and all
who could hear with understanding on the first day of the seventh month.
3
Then he read from it in the open square that was in front of the Water
Gate from morning until midday, before the men and women and those
who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the
Book of the Law.

Nehemiah 8:9-10
9
And Nehemiah, who was the governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and the
Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the
LORD your God; do not mourn nor weep.” For all the people wept, when
they heard the words of the Law.
10
Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat, drink the sweet, and
send portions to those for whom nothing is prepared; for this day is holy to
our Lord. Do not sorrow, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.”

As you listened to the story of Nehemiah, what
part(s) can you apply to your life today? Reread through the verses on the handout and circle which ones stand out to
you the most. Why do they impact you? Explain.

